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ye”, | / Wi , . A, 
== &; Ompaſhonate and ioving friend 2:1 hearzily ſa}ute yau, 
| £1 inthe Locd, deficing of himfor 'you, that the ſwee- 
tet of his conſolgtion mthe apprehenfiqn of hise- 
ternall loveto your (onlein the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
may both now andeyer be with you;and apprehens 
ded by you, andalfo that rhe fpirit of truth may 
x be your Dire&or, Guider and Leader in the true, 
ad ypright wayes of God, that ſo you way walke unblameably 
his paths, as it doth become one of the redeemed: ones of the 
poowing the Lambe whitherfoeyer he goeth, ' not! loving your 
me death;it hepleaſero call for Its | II nf 
vid being an almighty God, is able to bring to paſſe his owne 
adtions and counſels by his owne way and meanes, and in 
Ne due time, 'and he in his wiſedome hath fo ordered it, that I his 
Meatie and youhg ſervant, fhould becounted worthy by him to 
| honour and dignitis' bettowed on me for to {uffes for his cauſe 
AYy,and to beare witnefſe tothe purity of his truth, and to oppoſe 
Gard capital] enemies. namely, the man of fin, and his. chief: 
wand cqnfederates, the Biſhops, and their Prieſts;,and Deacons, 
for mnoy hundred yeares tog ther, buried the truth and the 
80G: i . Oblivion, -arid trofenupdecfoor, the holy Cirtie, 
Burch v; od, which John inhis Revelation long fince large-. 
Wened of, . as youmay fully read inthat ſacred Bogke, Naw a 


2 Innocency and Truth juſtified, 


my affliCtions.(which have been of many ſorts and kinds) hath beens. 
exceeding great, ſo my Gad hath exceedingly above meaſure mgghifie 
his owne holy name, in manifeſting the greatneſſe of his almighty power 
in me,and by me, that of my ſelfe am but a poore weake young worme. I qu 
yet one unto whom he hath revealed in a great meaſure(my tendis Jl! 
yeares being conſidered )that which he hath hid from the great, mighty I" 
and wil: men of the world, and in the firſt place, with that overflowing 
fullnefſe of ſweernefle,which: is in himſelfe, hath drawne my foule unto 
him, and made me onewith-himſelfe, and alſo, hath made knowne unty 
me, that there is that-.excelencie in the injoying of himſelfe alone, that 
will ballance downe all the miſcries, calamities, and diſtreſſes, which it Þ 
is poflible for the, malice of man to heape upon me, the riches of | 
which excelencie, is ſo tranſcendent, that it is worth the forgoing ofall Þ 
earthly delight and pleaſures, yea, Father, Brethren, and kindred, and Þ* 
a mans owne life, and outward welfare. 

And in the ſecond place, he hath been a fountaine of wiſedome tomy Þ 
ſoule, and hath given underſtanding to my heart, (that am but dull of ft 
my (clfe) co manage his cauſe, for which I ſuffer wiſely and diſcreetly, F 
that mine enemics have beeneven amazed and confounded in themſelves Fi 
ſceing the mighty power and wiſedome of God in me, who according tof 
his owne promiſe, hath ſhewed himſelſe tobe a God of truth and faith-F 
ſulnefſe, in giving me ſuch wiſedome and underſanding: before them,P 
that they have not been able to gainſay me or withſtand me, as ipointF 
of my examinations before them,long ſince in writing you may read, 
alfo he hath g'ven me ſuch boldneſſe and courage, that he hath made me 
to manifeſt the truth ofthe ſaying of the wiſe man, the righteous are 
bold as a Lyony for the large poſſeſſion of that ſulnefle,that is inwy God$'00 
hath made my ſoule (ay unto it (elfe, (apprehending the powerlull- aft a 
ſtance of my almighty God) I will not feare though ten thouſandcom ng 
paſſe me round about on every fide, forthe Lord is with me, throug 
whoſe ſtrength and might, I ſhall triumph upon, and overcomeall ming? 
Enemies, for God ismy falvation,in him will I eruft, and not be afraidgpc 
for the Lord 1:bovah is my ſtrength, and my fong, he alſo 1s becomemy* 

ſalvation, E/a. 12. 2, this with the apprehenfion ofthat unſpeakeal 
{weetnefſe and joy,which no foule is able fully to apprehend,norno tongiy” ( 
to the uttermoſt to ntter or exprefſe, nor no heart able to believe, ot feel! 
but only thoſe that havetaſted of the {weetneſſe of it, this (1ſay) magnt 
me upon the day of my publique ſuffering,in the multitude of my trip|F*®? 
ſtripes, with knotted cords (amopnting to above two hundred) to uy | 
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legoc them with joy and rejoyceing, and with a cheerſull conntenance, 
glughing and lightly eſteeming, the barbarous cruell malice of my ene- 
nies, declaring in my very outward behaviour, that the fulneſſe and 
intelcence ot ſweetneſſe of the Lord of glory,was felt and apprehended 
nmy ſoule, which did ſo ravifh my ſpirit, thar at the inflicting of all my 
ikwent and ftripes on me, felc little or no paine, alſo this did fo re- 
zeviſh my heart with mirth and gladnefſe, that / was on that day as 
zercieand cheerfull, as if 7 had been going then to have been made poſ- 
(for of all the treafures, pleaſure, contents and delights, that this pre- 
atworld can afford, and all thetime of my outward miſerie and pu- 
fhment, / did not ſo mach as fhxw one ſad or heavie countenance, nor 
Jklare the leaſt figne of a diſcontemted heart , but by the firength "of my 
6d, which is the Lord of Hoſts, 7did glory in them, and triumph over 
| Þmall, and made his, and my cnemies,the Prelates and Prieſts, (many 
{which did behold me)to gnaw their tongues for paines and to gnafk 
' irteeth for yerie madneffe, and ſofilled them with heart burning fury, 
| they could not endure to behold the power of God, which fhined in 
nor to heare the truth of God, which he*cauſed to proceed from me, 
ih made them by the affiſtance of others, 'to cauſe my mouth inhu- 
toÞinely to be gagged, above an houre and a halfe, this with all the reſt 
<Þ* hath beene the Lords owne doing, who was then, and flillis, the 
m Pr ofall my workes, in me, and for me, £/a. 26. 12, Alſo in my iro- 
intÞ 40d fettered condition, lying on both my hands and legs, in which'I 
ead;F* aid night and day, for a long time together, being forced, tolye in 
: me Pootes, and when I have been tyred out with them, in the ſcorching 
rexÞ.9f ſummer, to lye with them upon my bare legs, and ſometimes for 
od ow in wintergto lye in three paire of ſtockings, and in this conditi- 
- afiÞiviles Rrength of body lafted, my ſoule was exceeding filled, with 
omÞ99 rejoyceing, and my time was ſpent with ſinging praiſes to my 
ougÞnd lauding and magnifying of his holy name,and in tzdying,how 
minſupon him, and to live inall conditions upon that heavenly, ſweet 
raidÞÞurituall food, that he fills the ſoules, and hearts of his darlings. 
je me ones; with Iabouring for contentedneſſe in all eftates and condi- 
ceabWibut of all my aMi&ions that have layn upon me, a young Souldier 
8Chriſt, the greateſt hath been fince the beginning of wy ficknefle, 
|F'cgard of my extremitie of bodily paine, and weakenefle, which 
naQth brought me even to deaths doore, deſparing in wy ſelfe,, of 
kt of life, making my ſoule fic for that place, where ſhall ever be__ 
$) God, but this was the leaſt of my affliftica nahi 
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my afflitions.(which have becn of many ſorts and kinds) hath berns 
exceeding great, ſo my Gad hath exceedingly above meaſure maphified 
his owne holy name, in manifeſting the greatneſſe of his almighty power 
in me,and by me, that of my ſelfe am but a poore weake young worme, 
yet one unto whom he hath revealed in a great meaſure(my tends; 
yeares being conſidered)chat which he hath hid from the great, mighty 
and wiſe men of the workd, and in the firſt place, with that overflowing 
fullnefſe of ſweetnefſe, which: is in himſelfe, hath drawne my foule unto 
him, and made me onewith-himſelfe, and alſo, hath made knowne unto 
me, that there is that-excelencie in the injoying of himſelfe alone, that 
will ballance downe all the miſeries, calamities, and diſtreſſes, which jt 
is poflible for the. malice of man to heape upon me, the riches of 
which excelencie, is ſo tranſcendent, that it is worth the forgoing ofall Þ 
earthly delights and pleaſures, yea, Father, Brethren, and kindred, and Þ 
a mans owne life, and outward welfare. = 
And in the ſecond place, he hath been a fountaine of wiſedome to my I 
ſoule, and hath given underſtanding to my heart, (that am but dull of 
my (clfe)r6 manage his cauſe, for which I ſuffer wiſely and diſcreetly, F 
that mine enemics have been-even amazed and confounded in themſelves F 
ſceing the mighty power and wiſedome of God in me, who according to 
his owne promiſe, hath ſhewed himſelſe tobe a God of truth and fairh-P® 
ſulnefſe, in giving me ſuch wiſedome and underſtanding: before them, rk 
that they have not been able to gainſay me or withſtand me, as iapointF'u 
of my examinations before them, long ſince in writing you may read;* 
alfo he hath g'ven me ſuch boldneſſe and courage, that he hath made me be 
to manifeſt the truth ofthe ſaying of the wiſe man, the righteous areaf0 
bold as a Lyon, for the large poſſeſſion of that ſulnefle,that is inmy GodF' 
hath made my ſoule ſay unto it ſelfe, (apprehending the powerkull aft by 
ſtance of my almighty God) I will not feare though ten thouſandcom Ic 
pafſe me round about on every fide, for the Lord is with me, througÞh4l 
whoſe ſtrength and might, I ſhall triumph upon, and overcomeall mine 
Enemies, for God ismy ſalvation,in him will I eruft, and not be afraiagp 
for the Lord 1:bovah is my ſtrength, and my fong, he alſo is become mF* 
ſalvation, Eſa. 12. 2. this with the apprehenfion ofthat unſpeakcb 0 
ſweetnefſe and joy,which na foule is able fully to apprehend,norno tong | ( 
to the uttermoſt to ntter or exprefſe, nor no heart able to believe, ot feels 
but only thoſe that havetaſted of the {weetnefle of it, this (1fay) 
me upon the day of my publique ſuffering,in the multitude of my 
fripes, with knotted cords (amopnting to above two hundred) to ul: 
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legoe them with joy and rejoyceing, and with a cheerſull conntenance, 
glawghing and lightly eſteeming, the barbarous cruell malice of my ene- 
nies, declaring in my very outward beheviour, that the fulneſſe and 
qlinteſceace ot ſweetnefle of the Lord of glory, was felt and apprehended 
my ſoule, which did ſo raviſh my ſpiric, that at the inflicting of all my 
qaiſkment and ftripes on me, 7felc little or no paine, alſo this did ſo re- 
zeviſh my heart with mirth and gladnefſe, that 7 was on that day as 
errieand cheerfull, as if 7 had been going then to have been made pol. 
(for of all the treaſures, pleaſure, contents and delights, that this pre- 
acworldcan afford, and all thetime of my outward miſerie and pu- 
ment, / did not ſo mnch as fhew one ſad or heavie countenance, nor 
Ilarethe leaſt figne of a diſcontemted heart , bur by the ſtrength "of my 
| $6d, which is the Lord of Hoſts, 7did glory in them, and triumph over 
| mall, and made his, and my enemies,the Prelates and Prieſts, (many 
{which did behold ara ang their tongues for paines and to gnafk 
' ittceth for verie madnefſe, and ſofilled them with heart burning fury, 
of {they could not endure to behold the power of God, which fhined in 
y, Fnorto heare the truth of God, which he-cauſed to proceed from mes 
ie Fic made them by the affiſtance of others, 'to cauſe my mouth inhu- 
toFmly to be gagged, above an houre and a halfe, this with all the reſt 
th:Þ* hath beene the Lords owne doing, who was then, and ſill is, the 
emP{rofall my workes, in me, and for me, E/a. 26. 12, Alſo in my iro- 
ointÞ0dfertered condition, lying on both my hands and legs, in which I 
ead,Þ*aidnight and day, for a long time together, being forced, tolyein 
2 md doctes, and when I have been tyred out with them, in the ſcorching 
rea ofammer, to lye with them upon my bare legs, and ſometimes for 
Godwin wintergto lye in three paire of ſtockings, and in this conditi- 
ofiÞitiles Rrength of body lafted, my ſoule was exceeding filled, with 
comP9Irejoyceing, and my time was ſpent with finging praiſes to my 
oupſÞand lauding and magnifying of his holy name,and in tidying, how 
minſ*upon him, and to live inall conditions upon that heavenly, ſweet 
fraidÞurituall food, that he fills the ſoules, and hearts of his darlings. 
ne me ones; with Jabouring for contentednefſe in all eſtates and condi- 
Legbibut of all my aMi&tions that have layn upon me, a young Souldier 
ongÞ Chriſt, the greateſt hath been fince the beginning of wy fickneffe, 
. foal regard of my extremitie of bodily pains, and weakenefſe, which 
\ math brought me even to deaths doore, deſparing in wy ſelfe,, of 


ip of life, making my ſoule fir for that place, where 7ſhall ever be __ 
to oF} God, but this was the leaſt of my aflifticaiathinad 


4 7nnecency and Truth juſtified, 
for my ſoule inall my extramitie was in the preſent poſſeſſion of the 
red hopes of living for ever in a better life, even the life of glory, withy 
God of glory.in the Kingdome of glory, that never ſhall have end, 
preſent pofſcefſion of the joy of which, andthe affured future hope gif 
tull fruition of them, Gid {fo above meaſure take up my ſcule, tif 
made meto long,and earnetly to defire to be fdiffolved, that fol w | 
face to face be with my {weet Lord and maſter Chriſt, whichas 
ſaith, is belt of all, but my God as yet ſce not this fit for me, and 
fore hath given me ſome hopes of the Jengthning of my dayes, thalf® 
may be a fuither inſtrument of his praiſe and giory, as I hope] þ f 
living unto my fclfe, butunto him, that hath redeemed, and done 
ny great things for me, but what further he bath foc me to doe, ani 
fer, | as yet know not, being now and alwayes in a prepared ref; 
through his [trengch and aſſiſtance, to ſpend and be ſpent for his 
and glory ,the ſeverall qualities of my afiliction in- this my 
would be coo many nuw to reckon up,only the quantitie of then 
beene very great and ſoule peiccing, and thoſe multitudes of ſpill 
comfortable conſolations that my God in them hath given me, mi 
too tedious now to ſet dawne, only as his lett hand hath been owl; h 
caſt me downe, his right hand hath been powerfully and fait 
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der me touphold me and lift meup, yetthe greateſt of all thedl w 
proceeded,not ſo much from the,blood thirſty cruelty of my inf... 


enemies, (which never hath,nor I hope never ſhall difmay me) wi 
my falſe ſuppoſed boſom friends,who hath wounded my ſoulew 
ced through my ſpirit againe and againe, by their audadaff, Lin 
and falſe reports againſt my perſon , cauſle{ly and innocently wy (; 
malicious lying, bytaking away my good name, 'and fo lh, ;, 
labouring to diſgrace, eclipſe and overthrow my witneffe benlff,;,. . 
the pure truth of God, and alſo laying his honour and glory (iſh fe 
hath got by it) in the duſt, one party eſpecially having made w:6- 
Us as ever poore!/ſob was when he fate on the Dung-hill wiſe), 
botches, not ſo much wo the baſe rahble of the world,(whoſewh, 
cenſuring of me, / no more regard then / doe the durt in the clllſfoyle 
a!ſo to ſome of my friends which before have loved me, and Wihop, ; 
titudes of others, that have never that /krow feene my fact, ady 
which profeſſe gurwardly (but Jam afraid ſeemingly) the Kay K 
Lord, whoſe cares have beene open to heare, and hearts read)Mhis c1 
& tongues ſwift to reportzthat parties malicious wicked ly&Went 

bear! my defence inthelealt, in icgard their hearts lWlGod 
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£A-dywith prejudice and hatred againſt my perſon, thepartyh 11n- 
from the one end of the Cjtieto the other, like one in whom a Le- 

T: of Devils is, in {wearing andforſwearing, proteſting with many a 
1M... curſe and oath the things are true, but my Apologie and jult 
[Yi:nnocent defence tro ſome of my loving Friends 7 have lately made, 
hich you may read [ bave ſufficiently cleared my unſpotted inno- 
inthat kind, and vindicated my perſon from alt lying clamniati- 
indthis 7 did not fo much for my fete only ; (ſeeing 7 have the 
vet a good cunicience Within me, which to me is more then ten 
and witneſſes, and it is my God that juſtifieth me, and 7carenot 
the be that condemns me) but forthe glory of God, and ther uths 
eſpecially, have / done it, which otherwiſe might have ſuffered and 

ge eclipſed by the haters an d Geſpilers of ir, 4 have beene the lar- 
in.ſetting downe this one thing, becauſe of all the reſt of 
:Aiftions, ic hath laid me the loweſt, and emptied mce 
e-moit of my {elſe, and made me to ſee more clearely then 
bre, that the wayes to heaven and happineſſe are ftrewed wich thornes 
{brambles, which is as ſpiritual] phificke to x urge the ſoules of Gods 

ve choſen ones from the droſſiz putciftations and corruptions 

hich is in their ſpirits, which made that righteous fob to ſay, when 

ju haſt tryed me, / (hall come out of the hire like refined gold, Chap. 
,.10, and this is Gos refining Pot and chuling place to maniteft the 
reatnefſe of his riches and Kindnefle ro his people, for ſaith he, | have 
ned thee, but not with filver, for | have choſen thee inthe furnace of 
Kfiction, E/a, 43.10, andin this afliftion God hath made r-e-more 
rilling then before, to goe through bad reports as well as good, through 
ſorts of diſgraces, contempts, revilings, reproaches and lyes, and 

hat no confidence is co be 3 ut 3n a brother, ſeeing they are ſubject to de- 
tive and walke with flanders, Fer. 9g. 4. 5.this beirgihe lot, not only cf 
fy fellow brethren, that arc gone before me, but aifo ot my Lotd and 
after, (as I have largely declared and particularei in wy torefaid late 
ipologie) who-was deipiled of his owne brethren accoraing to rie 
h, yet though this was moſt bitter unto me at ihe. fult, maxing my 
oule exceedingly to bleed before my God ;; being almoit brought into 
obs and leremiats condition in regard of the greatnclſe of my ſorrows, 
ady to curſe the day of my birth, thatone party «lons (as I have ro [4d 
by Keeper) made me to be a man almoſt more fic for B:dlam then for 
Is cultody and keeping, driving me into that condition, that tor tte pre- 
ent time ] did not know well what T did, yet my powe: tail and ziacions . 
God, mightily and excecdiingly upheld and fupyorcd mes and enDled 
mee 
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-me to k22yEmy hold, and not let my confidence goe, yet I ſay 
this was bitter at rhe firſt, yet now it hath produced unto m | 
exceeding peaceab'e fruit of Righteculnels, and hath made ms ; Kbfral 
tully by many degrees then before , to ſee the vanitie of riches, wk 
ſufticiency of earthly treaſures, the emptineſſe of kmdred, frieng;. 
acquaintance, and ſuppoſed Chriſtian brethren, and that all, 


ſ 


ard terreſtiall things, yea the choiſeſt of them, are but flie-blown & 
moth-eaten contents, which vanifheth away, and are gone iname 

even in the twinkling ofan eye, in which no ſolid nor ſou'e (1 
content, or ſatisfaCtion is to be found, had poſſeſſed, or injoyed, at 
curſed is he that puts any confidence in the arme of fleſh, or in the GH 
of men, withall, it hath gained me the greateſt experience, ofthe 1, 
love, mercie, and ki2dneffe, then all the reſt of my effligionshaba 

in which the Lord hath cauſed all bis goodnefſe, and loving kin 

to paſſe by my ſoule, making me to take a deep, and ſerious view & 
abltraCt of ſweetneſſe that is in himſelfe, ſo that I can truly ſwag, 
Spouſe in the Canticles, that my King hath brought me into lyhahin 
chamber, and made his mouth to be moſt ſweet, yea altogether lf 
unto my ſoule having carried me into his Wine Cellar, and nxvyitif 
drinke deeye of the great varietie of ſoule conſolations, that wei kiyt9 
ſelſe, ſothat the gloriousand tranſcendant deſcription, ofth lofi 
Chriſt, which the Church gives of him, (doth not more ſet of lylghef® 
and beauty, then I have ſcene it) in Canticles 5, 10, 11. 12. theſihhe,® 
beloved is white and ruauddie , the chiefeft among ten thouſand, F* 
head is as the molt fine gold, hislockes are buſhie , aud blacke asaRagÞ)! 
hiseyesare astheeyes of Doves, by the rivers of water, waſhed wid} 
milke, and kitly ſet, his cheekes are as a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowed 
lipps like Lillies, dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrhe, his hands areas. gllfi 
rings, ſet with the becill, his bellie is as bright Ivory, overlaidwdÞ 
Saphires, his leg2are as pillars of marble, ſex upon ſockets of finepullÞ 
his countenance is as Zebanon, excellentas the Cedare; his mouthumdi 
ſweet, yea he is altogether lovely, this is my beloved,and this is wÞ 
friend, O daughters of T:r/alew, This glbrious deſcription of himi[pF 
doth not more ſet forth his luſtre and beauty, and unparaleld excdlnf 
cy, and glory, then my ſoule in this fore afliCted condition hath ſeat 
and apprehended it, in which great combat, he hath given me the full 
ſarance that Iam fetasaleale upon his heart, being as deare untoll 
as the apple of his eye, and as precious unto him, as one of hjs chil 
Jewels, and delightſome ones, in which he hath made my ſouletol 


Innecency and Truth juſtified, 


þ4 lfe alone, the marrow of fatneſſe, the quinteſcence of ſweetneſſe; 
*J.6ra& of conſolation, the abridgement ot comfort, the Epitomieof 
delight, the ſumme of content, the greatneſle of joy, thelighrof 
ding, the treaſure of unvaluable price ; the abundance of ſatisfati- 
te fulneſſe of peace, the lovelinefle of beauty, and my exceeding 
t reward. 
Indthat Jeſus Chriſt alone, is all in all, even the fountzine that never 
chdry, but alwayes ſprings; the ſtreames of which hath made my 
Kinthis the greate!t of my affliions, diſtreſſes, and ſorrowes, to 
&w with comfort, rejoycing, and conſolation, and hath made me 
that heis the creaſure of uneſtimable price, which is ſo full of une 
Mable, aud unexhauſtable riches, that the ſoule of a belecyer may 
{ſpend largely upon,all his dayes, likea King, and a Prince, and 
wer be able to drawicdry, butfind, and (ce more worth in it ar 
bf, then be did at the firſt, and alſo th at he is the ſoule clothing, and 
Tio garment, the which the more a belecyer weares, the warmer it 
ſkerpe him, and the more it will refcc{h him, and that he isa ſhelter 
ainſugeto all his diſtreſſed ones, ſo ſtrong, thatis ablein the greateſt of” 
St diftrefſes & calamities,to keep of al ftorms 8& tempelts that may ariſe, 
honph the winds blow.and the ſeas roare,and heaven andearth goeto- 
We,and men and Devills conſpire againſt them, yet under his almigh- 
I laherly protetion, inthe poſſeſſing of the ſweet peace of a good con- 
hace, committing their ſelves and their ſoules to him in well doeing, 
' Fyare fe and ſure from all danger, harme and wrong, and jn this 
| Fcondition, my ſoule hath even beene raviſhed and ſwallowed up with 
whdeholding the naked delight that 1s in Chriſt alone, which hath-ex- 
iſdingly cheered my heart in the midſt ofall my wrongs and diſgraces, 
{Npith that tranſcendent beautie & excellencie that ſhines in his perſon, 
Ufich doth farre and by many degrees goe beyond all thoſe benefits and 
thiledpes that my ſoule enjoyes, and ſhall hereafter poſſeſſe, by vertue 
ty union and communion with him. Deare and loving friend, your 
pFletter I have received, and in much weakeneſle, after much difficul- 
ſed it,my eyes at that time being ſo weake, that the reading of your 
tt, wat more then I did, for many dayes before, the Lord having fo 
ld in my ſore ficknefſemany times, to take from me;the ſtrength of 
w9e fight, by which I have beenedeprived, for many weekes together, 
i8gunable, ſo much as to read a Chapter, in the booke of God, that 
being that wherein I ſpend my time, and fludy,when God gives me 
Kt anda bilitic to read over aDy Part of thoſe ſweet and comforta- 
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He portions and promiſes that are therein recorded, and indeed? 
aretho oricies of God contained, the underRandiag of which, 
aloe, 13 {uf1:tenly able to make a man wiſe unto ſalvation; andut# 
kim upin every goud work,all human: writings being 190 betterin of 
pariion tot then channel durt: And when I read your tetter,[ cangolif 
Ceclareunto you the refreſhing that my foule tcundin it; tel 
Rreat cauſe oi theincreaſe of that preſent inward joy that | have, 

hath beens oneot the ?cceptable& and welcomelt tokens to ny, | 
hath coirc at me inthis.my cloſe reftraint from the hands ofany of 
or woman, in regard corafives and tart expreflions from kindred fn 
and acquaintance have beenethe conſtant mefſengers that have (otit* 
alwud alarme in my cares, ſcarce any one man or woman, lab 
truly to drop or dith]] the oyle of conſolation into my fſoule,which of 
(like a true Samaritane } have donennto me,your letter being becons 
great ſtrengihning and comfort to my ſpirit, which hath,made nejgp L 
ſupplications earneſtly to poure out my foule unto my God, ingly 
his ſpeciall aſſiſtance, and that he would be pleaſed to beſtow ſonehelf.: 
irength upon me. that I might beable a little,to exprefſe my hearythul;; 
fulneſſe unto youu , and alſo communicate unto you tome of tholeghinſ 
confolations that my foule finds in my God, inthis my weake ada 
condition, which is accompanied withextremitie of budily paige, pty f, 
cipally in my head; by reaſon of my lopg exceeding clufenes, wld al 
hath tiled himſelfe, fo I have found him to be againe at this tine, iGo, 
hearing prayer, ingranting my earneſt defire and requ it, and bwyoudfe.” 
and above my expeQation, he hath beſtowed renewed ltrength uponne "uy 
that I might be able now to write unto you, though at the preſent til 
when it came unto me, if I might have had my prefent liberty fordang;” 
thisthat now by his ſtrength and aſſiſtance I have done, I had not bai; 
able to doe it; In your letter you havenot only give" cauie d : 
joyceing to my ſoule, but alſo put a freſh ſong, of praile in my moutuſe” 
to my God that honours and glorifies him(clfe by the 41f! erance of cel FH 
pooreand young ſervant: you ſay when you were !irf} with me wie 
my cloſe impriſonment, which was befcre I was lai.. in Icon fettery, yz 
ſoule was mightily beyond meaſure refre{hed to ſez my boldneffe,con q. 
tableneſſe, and cheerfuſnefſe in the Lord, that it became as marron,. 


F 
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your bones, your ſpiritbeing filled fo f..,1 ot joy, that you were not. 
to containeit, to behold the great goudnefſe of God ing; 
me ſuch meekenefſe, patience, and ſmiling merrineſſe, in my. Wh: 
yeares, to undergoe fo rejoycingly, ſuch a great cruell affiiAion, Mz , 


Innocency and tuthinftifiet; "- 
Sig3o@y you did behold in me, as in.aglifſe nivſt cleer,/ the -mightie 
fer of God in giving me ſuch courage, wilddomeandimdauntedneffe, 
arry,wy ſelte as you did behold me in' chininy ſuffeting condition, 
icculy confeffe, ir is the Lords owne. doing (who hath perfeGted 
o gength in my wealknefſe ) but it is marvetous inimy eyeats behold 
Woke notice of all thute workes of wonder that he harhc nanifetted 
declared in me and for me,titice my publique ſuffering began, and to 
un oaly anc above Idefire to giverhe praiſe of mxfl, you defire-:me to * 
Weunto yo, and youu cell mg, ihet 1 cannot ſpend: my[tme:r better 
Wſitofill your cares with the relation cftne Lords! workes of wonder 
ks he hilh done for mz, ſome of which yon reckon up, as that the 
= fhonld {© wraw of the atfeions of me a youpg man, in 
S: unto hbniclte, intitely ro difrobe. my felife treelie ;-and: wil-' 
Wy of all carti'y djights, pleaſures and contents, which the 
i loop ſince hath nzade me toifoe, I blefle his name: for it, ' Ah! 
0 kcand loving friend” andfellow hbeire.(1 hope ) of: the. ſame: 
"Wome with ee, is your :Onie {Oo affefted: with my fore affiifted 
*Wilition, that you are. ſo defirous tu haye.. ſome of thoſe un- 
Jpable gooduncffes, and ſwcernefles communicated unto you, that my: 
"Pt hath notonly-tafted of, but drunk deep. of in theliisterdt of ail my 
*JonesſtEftreng;,th vEbudy and: a firting opportunitiewould ſerve. mey 
oy yore #4168 Withthe true relation of reall works of wonder in« 
Bandit 1 (houid largely and fully launch out into thoſe unfadomas« 
Fipths of loving ki adnes,mercie.and- truch that my foule hath forind 
ly bodalone,7 could (et yuua reading,notonly whole :dayes together, 
 $e1en ſome weekes in the perufing of that matter that yy foule is fil. 
43 wullof,and able to exprefle,if ftrength of eyes would ſuffer me to doe: 
Jing fo full,that for a!l my weaknes,7 am ſcarce ableto containe my 
"F infilence,but I mutt »e forced to abbreviate my ſelfe,and leave you 
; Madmiring of that goodneſie,ſweetnes,and almightie power,the ex- 
7 Wong of which in part,you may not oply read in this my epiftieto your 
FMtalſo in my epiltle to ochers of my friends;and my an{wers to my- 
vierd,but eſpecially in a large epiKle to a Citizens wite, and a profeſ< 
* ihe Church of England, which long fince, before the depths of my. 
{andthe times of my ſo publique diſgraceful add contemptt4 
$naion,was my loving friend, though new for my judgment ſake 
| ch is the truth) ſhee with divers others, become as ſtrangers aud 
 F48ners to me, which 1 compiled without either pen or inke int he 
Sang of my cruell fettered and ſhackled condition, 
"96 the time when you were with me, it was but the beginning of my 
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feaſtof fat things,: and of late when my affli&ions hath mor vt. 
ded,ithath binthe time of my: ſoule banquetting and junkerting _ 
tion, in Which the Lord hath brought torth all his ſweete- and'pt,o hf 
meats, and made my ſouleto cate of them, even to the fulnes of dn 
tion,wbichbath made the fireames of my ſpirituall comforty-(g ,y$** 
dantly to cothe flowing into my ſoule;that I have not had room «89 
to receive andentertaine ther, and the conduit pipes of my conſol;u 
have-nox only dropped, but even runn with the ſweetnes of hiny. 
ſagarzſo that | have drunk above meaſure of that unparaleld ſpiced; le 
thatisinmy God,ſfo that nowit you were with me, and titns hu 
opportunity to-difcourſewith me; you ſhould ſee, that I could nit gtÞ 
alarge noſe-gay,of the quinteicence of (weetnes of thoſe ſoule dit 
ſome fluwers, that growes in Gods garden, and I cou!d open unth ” Jiric 
a cabinet of tranſcendanr, choice eons jewels, the luſtre of with 
frrould even ravifh yuar ſoule; and-more fully fill your fpirit, widow P! 
flowing comfort then before; when you firft ſee me,for the later 
nesof God unto me, hath far, and by many: degrees exceeded if 
mer, he having ke!u-the beſt and ſweeteſt wine of ſoule cumforting, af 
hearty rxeioycingconfolations, even untill now, fo that now it] had 
face to face, could tell you of miracles and-wonders indeed, asore ah 

Hr acl: diliverence out of Egypt, their preſervation in the tww$e, uf* 
inthe barren and defartwildernefie, and as the three Children belt ml 
the hotſcorching fierie furnace,not burned, and as Damiels bemg in of® 
Lyons denn,not deveured, and as Paw/s being upon earth, andyetinþ®" 
rit rapt up intothethird Fung his heart filled with that tg® 
ſcendant / glory and excellency, that the tongue of man it not $9? 
throughly to exprefie, or the heart of man able fully to conceive, ford” 
that aan be (aid of theſe is but this, thatin them was manifeſted the ni" 
wy and miraculous power of the Lurd chovah , the God of heaven" 
earth, and the greatnes of his lave and kindnes to his people. and botſ* 
theſe he hath done in my ſoule, and for my ſoule,ſince the beplanin i \ 
my «fflictions and tribulations for the truths ſake, as I could largdyf** 
natomize, wh prawns unto you, it bodylie ftrength wouldiaf""? 
and 1 can out of grounded experience ſay, that there is no conditfy®" 
under heaven, bketheenioying of Godin a priſon, within thick iq? 
walls, and frong [ron gates, no conſfolations {0 great, as thoſe that tal 
felt in lyingin/vens for bis ſake,no comforts fo ſweer, as thofe thar le 
Roweth on his-in the greatefi of all cheir worldly difgraces, for fultaf 0 
for his truth,no riches fo precious av is, gut inthe Jooiiag of 
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T4. owward delights for his glory,no dedights fo pleafant,as is to be 
gd in naked Chrift,in the middeft of all worldþy miſeties and ſorrows 
"S cop{cience ſake,no reioycing here belowinoce tranſcendant,then is to 
WS tadinthe innocent loofing of a good name,and being reproached,re- 
"A. and odicutly belyecd, ; obs by thoſe chat have been iuppoſed bo- 
"Wne friends ) innocently and cauſkfly,but only for his cauſe and truths 
Ile, nopercies more welcom, and hjghtier P;iz:4, chen choſe that the 
"Kale of a beleever receives, in depending upun God in the height of 
Jrilts and wants, yet beleeving che cruth ard faithfulnes ot his prom:(e, 
jhboping above hope, and beyond hope, for the ſupplying of necef(- 
"gies, and for the enioying and poll fig otthst wbich a fufferer in his 


& 


ſtraly wants and ftands in nee! 04. Oh che vatpeakable riches, tulnes 
I pleaſures, and (atiſtzion of con.cca that iny foule is in ! and ſhave 
«Inxtia this my ſuffecing fate, in which 1 ſee an excellency in my Chriſt 
Lllone which weighs downe «li my mitecies,and tranſcends in worth all 
Th mercies that I do enioy by hig,he being rhe purchaler, donor, and 
Inrerof them all, and cherftore muit 1cz2:/be of more.worth himſelf, then 


Mhis glorious benefics which be hach bettowed on me, and T am (ure 
Jheaſter to enjoy: and indeed, did int my inverexate and cruell enemies 
gj"nly know and underſtand ho v deliciouſly my: foule fares every day, 
Jadbow richly, and plenc.fly my cable is furniſhed every moment 
Fo (the pleaGant bread vt Gd, and foule nouriſhing tood thar come 
Jhwne from heaven, and how laughingly 1deride rheic fatanicall cruel- 
I, and lightly ctteeme their wrath and indignation, they wouid even tear 
{Were fleſh for very madnefſc, ac ary exceeding iprrituall profperity, and 
+Fhraft me out with as much hacred asever they brought me in, for very 
(Fe, atthe greatnes of my fqu'zs happines, to think with themſelves, 
gſatthey' ſhould ſen.l me ro priſon, a place.of miſery and woe (as they 
q{poſed} thac ic ſhould become unro me,contrary. to theirexpeCQtation, a 
qipace of joy and exceeding reioycing. yea & heaven upon earth, and that 
yſhould lay me in ferters and ſh+ciets of iron, ina cruell barbacous 
[Manner to torment me, an that ] ſhou!d make much of them, and weare 
4m with ſo much delight and plea{ure, counting them as precious as 
; {faines of gold, and pearles, and toeftecne the lying in them. a greater 
ePonour and dignity, then if they h4d beltowed an earthly diadem and 
aj owne apon me, and indeed if they had ſer all their wits aid canning 
grthly policy at worke, co have dignified and hunoured we above mea- 
Iu they could not have gore aor bave choſen a more direQ way tO. 
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me, and who (according to his promiſe ) hath ( beyond mu 


1.2 Innocency 4nd Truth juſtifie d, 


my conſcience ſake,and for bearing winnes to the purity of thetrath od 6r 
Chriſt, | cannot but render my hambleſt chankes unto you; both fora th 
care you have of my ſoule and body, and expreſſions of your loje il th 
wards them, but eſpecially for your ſweet lettcr,of which I more «gee be 
then if you had ſent me much choice filver, nd a great deale of 6. fo 
gold, You ſay you have received already a, recompence of reward, ol ne 
your labour and love manifeſted to the Lords affi; ed ones; my defi, (t 
that it may be increaſed againe and againe, and redound exceedinolJ be 
to your belt accompt, in the great day of your great accompt, as Ihool af 
ke will: for it the Lord hath a reward (as he tim(elfe faith he hath) fol-0q 
thoſe that beftow bur a cup ofcold water upon any of his in the nan ny} 
of a Diſciple , what then ſhall be your reward, that doth much mori ut 
temporall things, bur farr exceed in ſpiriuuall, the expreſſions ofwhich g 
you have manitelted to my ſelfe, which I have largely (een in thaterifid lo 
you ſent to me,wherein you have declared the intirenes of your lowand to 
the earnings of fp irit which you have tow2-4s me,r. your earneftand 
fervent prayers for me (a weake and young iuffcrer) to that Godt k 
heares and gracioufly granteth the ſupplications of his ſervants, ceald hi 
not I pray you) to knock and'cry Rill for me, for 7 have fared thebetts] c 
and exceedingly felt rheftrength of the prayers of you and others ob 
the Lords people, which whole dayes together , you. fay you youl 
red out for me, having your cheeks bedewed with the teares of JoyinnJ 
membrance of me. Omy entirely beloved Chriftian friend and fife] 
for I perceive the Image of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf is pourtrayed uponymyho 
 ſoule, therefore cannot but greet you with this loving compellatioqa, 
- offifter, though wee be not joyned in the outward profeſſion of thi 
Goſpel of Chriſt, for any thing T know of, in the true viſible waie dv 
Chriſt, yet my heart is mightily enlarged towards you, and 1 defireqp 
much as your ſelf, (wiſhing with all my ſoufe,if my God did ſee it good 
that TI might have the. happines to have one houres diſcourſe with yo 
face to face, whoſe company and preſence would be more accept 
and welp-leaſing to me,then ſhze that ſhould come in a Velvet gowne, ſl 
beſtow upon me a vhttifand pounds, 'if her ſoule were not imbellil 
with thoſe precious Jewels and pearles, chat yours ( in my eyes, # 
judgment) ſhines, and glifters with, aid as for my outward condition 
which you defire to know how it is with me, it: few words I defireF 
ſpeake unto you -of it, having ſufficient tor this day, |] dare not. 
thought for to morrow, but caſt all my care upon him who careth, 
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{ in) provided dayly bread for me, ſo that 7 have never yet wanted, 
hI have loſt that little eflate which I had of mine owne, and 
h the moſt of my old acquaintance and friends, have long fince 
| left me,yet he bath raiſed up new ones, who with the bowels of compaſs 
1 fon hath refreſhed me in my great miſerie, the face of ſome of which, [ 
4 nerer to this houre did behold or fee, and my expreffions in this kind, 
if (though I have often been asked about this thing yet they ) have alwaies 
1g. been yery ſparing, and few, and I intend they ſhall be ſo, in regard I am 
4 xfraidto give the leaſt occafion to any, to mifinterpret the ſatiſked 
A contentednes of my heart, in the loweſt condition whatſoever,and when 
nd,ny portion hath been the meaneſt and leaſt,yet then it hath been to me a 
id. (atiffying fulnefſe, for Godlines with contentednes (which [ have) is 
ich great gaine unto my ſoule, which makes me with a weaned affeQion, to 
kid looke upan all the creaturs, yea the choiſeſt otthem, and-not diſtruſtfully 
a4 tocare for the things of this life, for I confidently beleeve the Lord will 
rke mighty. wonders, and change ſtones into bread,and cauſe water to 
x,out of the flinty rocks, as he did in the daies of old , before that I 
eld lisfuffering ſervant ſhould want, and I have ltearned in all eſtates, and 
ter] conditions , there with co be content , bath to abound and ſuffer want 
1 candif need ſhould ſo require, to-go thorow hunger and thirſt, cold and 
owl lednefſe, for 1 know my God will fitt my Wo and ſpirit for any 
n:e$condition that he ſhall call me to, yea alſo and make me rejoyce in it. 
lifter} You declare unto me, that your beholding ia me an almighty power 
yotormy ſtrong ſupport ( which you tooke noticeof ) quickned up your 
tioquind,;and made you ſo to plod upon faith and beleeving, and to ſee an 
t Wqaccellencie in it, that none istobe compared to it of all the expreſſions 
ies {your letter, which are verie (weet, yet this exce]leth thereſt, in being 
(repoſt ſweet, and moſt happie are yuu, that the Lord hath beſtowed upon 
odJou; this precious /ewell of faith, which 7 juige you arca teal pcfſe(- 


h young, and hath given you ſuch a irong defire:1vi 031] afrer the bare en» 
ptabWing of-it, but alſo after the large poficfling of it , which very few at=- 
e, WW unto, which makes them ſo little to glo71fie God as they do , and to 
llif louncomfortably, and full of baſe carnal: fear in this their ſpiiiruall 


es, Ware, as they give to underfiand in the carrieges of their Hives, by wal- 
dition fo groyelingly upon the earth, as though rhey ſonzht for a happi- 
lire out of the baſe and empty huskes thereof , therevy manittiting and 
of 1a pp hat they do not{cenor beho!d a fſatis{-Etory ſufficient fulnes 
et, Penad and enjoyed inthe alone polling of rhe Creator , buc the 
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Contents and empty ſatisfaCtions of the creature, though the firength 
faith (the reall pofſ-fſion of which, wee give declaration of unto other 
when we walk uprightly and unblameably in all his waies, withoat a&! 
ſe]f reſpeQs, ) is more tranſcendant then thouſands of degrees then 
poſicſing of the aboundance of all theſe outward things,and though ye 
ſelf hath a large portion in them, being one as you fay that may enjoyd 
outward things that heart can defire, yet this rare jewell exceeds all;/y, 
the love of your neareſt and deareſt kindred and friends , and the deſighifi 
ſomeſt of all thoſe earthly things that you pofſefſe or can take delightihu 
and in this one thing alone, Gad hath done more for you ,' then he ul 
done for thouſands beftdes of your rank and quality, in miking you 
with himſelf (as Thopeyouare) and in giving you longingant 
neſt defice (as you declare he hath) not onely after the truth of faith, 
alſo after the increaſe and growth in faith , for he d*th not'chule miſſic 
rich, nor many wiſe, according to the world, but the fooles, ideots, Wiſs 
and contemptible poor men and women in the efteeme of the world, 
thoſe which he hath choſen, and which receive the Gofpel,and enter 
the glad tidings of life and falyation (in the entertaining of whichdo. 
is required on our part, Faith firſt, and chen willing and free Obedieng 
and hold forth the purity of the profeffion of the cruth of Chritt, invi 
face of the very enemies, as no 0 in the world doth mors largely Wc 
clare, then in this City , in which God ls fo exceedingly magnified gf) 
glorified, by his fimple, contemprible, and poor ſervants, who grill pre 
bow heart nor knees to the Dragon. Beaſt, nor falſe Pco-pher, bur taivgure 
light and pleaſure in following the Lamb whitherſoever he goerh.elyſp 
| ingittheir greateſt honour to ſuffer cribuJation for his ſake, a:1d to 
their lives (not loving them unto the death) for his glory ,as thoſe fam No 
worthies and martyrs in Queen E/izabeths time, who for the pointalſee| 
tall ſeparation from the Antichriftian Chncch Minittry and Worlbifes 
England, loſt their lives at Tyturne, and eI{e-where , with manyooe 
fince them, who for the ſame canvſe have {uffred barbarous ry rannenpur 
the crue!l and blood-thirRty Biſhops, wtio chen exc' ciſed more trans, 
dant and greater cruelty towards them , then ever vlooly B 9 
Gardner (thoſe grand perſecutors)did exercife np theporr Si th! 
Martyrs in Queen aries rime.-3 you miy cead iv a Jarge peiitis 
ned by that worthy ſervantand ,4+rtyr of 7+'vs ©hyi/t, My. Koballo 
row, recorded ina book called the firxt pait ot his plat for mend! | wi 
- - itch is {6 Drecic nat 1 £ itud hcw to get a great , L 
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nflitions to fend upon Jargely and plentifully , even in the middeſt of 
| diftrefſes and miſeries, as / my felfe (ont of experience) to the glory 

\& my good and loving God can ſpeake, for the poſſffing of this, hath 

ade me never to. beſo cich, as when I have been the pooreſt, neyer to be 

Shonoured, as when I have been the moſtdiſgraced and reviled, never to 

S$ſocomfortable, as when have been the moſt caft down, never to be ſo 

Gong, as when T have been the weakeſt in my ſelf, never to be more mer- 

\then when I have had my greateft calamities, never to be more full of 
vhy, then when / have been in my greateſt aflitions,never more ſurniſhed 

oth cranſcendant rejoycing , then when my tribulations have moſt a- 

effunded : Fur.chis race companion which keepscompany with none bur. 

wry with Gods darlings, hath taken me by the hand,and led me to that 
Se fountain of water, that will be alway a well of life.ſpringing up in 
lfoul unto etetnall life. Alſo it hath led me to that ſpirituall banquet, 

Were I have cate and drunke plentifully of that ſoule ſufhicient fatistying 

ahd;o.that I ſhall never hunger nor thirſt more : x 7ob» 4 10.14.ands, 
$51.54.in a word, it is chat ſwift poſt which im the twinckling of an eye 
rry a meſſage up to heaven , and there faſten it upon the Lord of 

Wy, and never to lett him goe till he hath returned an anſwer of peace 
it, and grant it the longed for, anddefired mercy, 7eis that armour 
eni{roofby which a beleever is able to conquer the world hand to hand, 

in Yoilche devil face to face, to overcome ten thouſand enemies, and it is a 

land buckler, a ſure rock of defence, ſo ſtrong that no darts can tho« 
y pierce it, no ſhot fully able to enter it, no ſtorm nor tempeſt to ger 
dw it, aud thisalſo my ſou] hath found in the enioying of it. which 
ve [did, it made me many cimes to wonder at thoſe exfpreſſiont of 

1 (piritof God in Heb, 11, whece many of the mighty wonderfull 
Iſculous afts of the Saints are recorded, | 
low ſweet friend , ſeriouſly meditate upon theſe my ex trmpore and 

Wi lines, in which I havein part exfprefled the mighty and powerſy!l 
Wits of God, which he hath done tor me, and his wonderfull afts ma- 
wonged by me,and to me,which ſecs torth the greatnefſe of his power,and 
nienWour in your own ſoul thatthey may become an infiyhe unto you in al} 
ran, firongly to depend upon Gud alone, and thatirmay be as it were 
vne\Fnet to you, to draw up conitant ant «<yerlaſting comtorc gut of that 
indtÞelpring of conſolation, the Lord Tefas Chritt , who in my zoutbfull 
riooMtender " coqny hath chns above meaſure fiilgd my foule with the mar- 
ber(ot his fatnes, and rhe riches of l1i8 hid treaſure, which is more preci- 

:iWen rubies, and all things ciſe that can bedeſired, are not to be come 

at vu. 
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pxred to the riches of it, the fruit of whichis better then gold, yea theg 
fine gold, and the revenues of it then much choice fi'ver 7 Prov, 3.13.4 | 
16. and'S, x1, 19. now therefore, caſt away your weakneſſe, which you 
complain of, and let not your ficknes trouble you,onely beleeve, andait 
things are poſlible, and labour throughly to have your ſoul convinced of 
and ſ(etled in the parity of Gods waies, in the upright walking, in which lr 
there is aboundance of peace and comfort,and withall endeavour now,z |, 
icis your duty to become (it already you be not) a Citizen of Gods holy 
City, and a viſible member of his incorporated body, tn worſbip him in |, 
Syon, the beauty of holines, the ,-!1c« of his promiſed preſence , accor: |, 
ding to his laws an1 ordinances, ina viti>lte Charch, for that is the place 
in which the Lord doth dwell, and which he hath 'defired co dwell in! Ly 
where he hath promiled to be found, and where the'promiſed inceoaki 
grace is to be had, and growth in Glinsfle, for then the Lordis inthe 
middett of it,an1 is a river vt pleaſure to make glad this hisCity,ofwhich 
glorions things in the Scripture are ſpoken of, P/a7.46,4;5; and 68.16, 
and $4.7.and $7.3, 132.1 .14.to theend, and 133.3. fer. 4, 5,'Theh, 
tranſcendant glory of this hotly Citie, or heavenly 7er%/alem, or ſpirit» þ; | 
all $yor, you ſhal! find it defcribed in 1/4. 60. Rev, 2x. the compleanelk, þ., 
ſtate, and matter 0f which, I bave in partmany months agae deſctibed,þ,y 
and illuftrated in my ar:twer to. G,asthere you may read ; Butnowly 
on the contrary fide, 0:31 ot this City or holy place, God isdreadfull and 
terrible, as the Scripture declareth,: ”/al, 68, 35. therefore if you wouldlig 
be hid from the plague «nd fheltere1 in ſpiritual peaceable ſecurity, fromfy 
the great form that is t1,2r(ly like to come and riſe on all the world thathy, 
worſhippeth the Beaft, in the now pouring out the fixih viall of Godþrh, 
wrath, Rev. 16, then now obey Grds command in ſeparating fromally 
falſe and antichriſtian Aſſemblies , Rev, x8. 4 and erter into this hithjcy 
chamber, and ſhut the door of itupon you, and hid: your (elfe as it wereſpj, 
fora little moment. ancill che indignation be over-pafſed, Pſal. 91.1 andy, 
ſo forward, ſa. 26. 20, for the Lord is the keeper of this his vineyardgyh; 
night and day, tharnone ſhould ht 7:, 4r:d the waterer of this his gatzny; 
denevery moment, that fo it may ue fruitfuli, //a.27.3s | 
I could heartily wifhthit you were acquainted ( if yuu be not alreadyÞyjn 
with ſome of my loving Brethren , whicl: pabliquely protefle the ſan by 
truth for which I ſuffer, I am buc arquainted with very tew of them,beingg, 
never yet in any of their Congregations in England, for theday of mh; 
publique ſuffering, wasthe firſt time of the manitettation of what thy, 
Lord had revealed to me , and thuugh they be but poore, and N ol . 
; ; 3 mPpUuh, 


Tnveenty and Truth jufified, I7 
wiible ones of the world, yet my ſouls bath taken very much delighe 
i rope beyond the &/ ofny other friends , which though ie be 
[tauliccle that I have enjoyed , anid thatbutfrom a few of them, yet it 
nd hides ao: | ISI IT. 4146 | gf St. 

ja been very delightfome to me, becauſe they have givendeclaration to 
pyſpiritaall eyes and underſtanding , that their ſouls are enriched with 
Pecrecfures of God, though the worldin regard of ics ſpiricuall blind- 
xy judge otherwiſe of them, and therefote perſecute and hate them, bar 
furyouno perſecution that may betide you, if youſhould profeſſe this 
pabof God,” for the Lord hath ſaid, he will be with you jn an eſpeciall 
* pane, if you walkin his waies : therefore never flumbleat the lofſe of 
« barhly delghts and pleaſures{as I hope you will nop/ or the Lord him- 
 thath aid, chat they which will not ke Father and Mother, Huſ- 
adand Wite, Brethren and Sifters, and all outward contents and rich 
jaxand their own lives for his ſake,art not worthy of him, Aſar,ro. 
 jather fer baſe feare pofſeſſe your fuſs forethat of all things elſe, dogh' 

\ Peivalt become a Saint, neither Ter' cathalf reaſon bee predominatit in 
xr heart, for thats an enemy to alt goodneft , x Cor. 2, 14. and'3, 

), but labour in well-doing, inthe wajesof truth to commit your ſoule 
xo Godand the Lord himſelfe, if hecall youto it to ſuffer for his truth 
% jd ke: T am ſure he will fic you for it, therefore regard not your weak- 
Seand ficknefſe, for the Lord will be your ſtrength, if you (uffet far his 
ule, yeahe will be s God of almighty power unto you, as ie hath pro- 
6d, tobe,and as Tam able todeclare out of large and manifold expe- 
nee to his honour I ſpeake it', who in the greatneſſe of my 
Kenelle , hath made me ftrong , and when I ſcarce had breath 
lebath enabled meto give a ready and punCtuall anſwer, with bold- 
5 wiſdome and courage to the aſtoniſhment and admiration of thoſe 
Ich [ have been before , by the commands of the honourable tords, 
"erpbich have made them fince to juſtifie my innocency, and honeſty, as I 
*petruly heard by them which 7 have ſent to them) one 'onely inſtance 
©9which T will give you at thistime : Atthe. beginning of this laſt tearm 
6"Jon2delivery of a Petition, to the Lords, by my Brother in my behalf: 
uf, adens of the Fleet ſent for me, at which time I was ately againe 
Ain Irons, and very weake, having a ſtaffe in the one hind , and was 
ſar by my Brother, by the other, up to their chambers , in all wy cloſe 
DelBfoned and ficke robes, and when 1camedowne into the aire, I was as 
" *Jatofanather world : my ſtrength failing me, and when I came there 
at breath inamanner was gone': yet the Lord'according to his promiſe 
y a prefent ſtrength, and mouth unto me, and after ſome diſcourſe in 
re vwords, } aving acquainted them with the unheard of cruelty , and 
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barbarous tyranny; which innocent! Sora long time rogether bathbun 
exerciled upon me, and let thetn decft Rand of my Eres oſnglickly Wy 
vitkbri and tholtÞftite paths! Toe Wd diſtcef hedefertion 
of my Fatherant CH wth Si. 0mpan feat Movers TH 
im ed bize to a fubm if bby al No an livere him thatthe Lardk 4 
given me 3 {pirit,of ſubmiſſion, and to.any Hilng that | hee-orany other 
conld deſire of me, that with the peace of a oc cienge: { could tubs 
mic unto, T would fubinie' un Fe - but uv Foe ay iiroſ 
Peace If ooo cone ſcience : *W ie h-L e614 bi ra more preg 
ten {11 oy Je\ng of thi eworld, HO FR her by meets | ſenthn 
preſs Uibe. ft deftyeran Gs; thin qo, faid I, What: would. you! 
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d>Ihg chat Rs Nokous Feria R—_—_ 
oing tha wh ich ave la ald De,YO oul, e:tBe-Welcomelino 
news thateou)d cole t (Ol me, fo DONE) Jags I RY imm exliately 


in a Chartot of triithphc to VA ue ny My never. ending glory and bleffdl 
nes, which Fexceedingly long for, a9d earneflly, ſtrive to bee-poſſeſfor of1lyh 
whetas How alas FT: am PTS, - Never. dead, ful-of the extremiry 
of hodily gain, miſery and ditfe IN QJiL HURwars liopeiof remedy 
Or roy Arts o at yet bee apſe I wo Iet, ow 419d Jothan know and.ynde [ 
ftand, that th e ing NB 0 ftubbg Hee Grand difobedience,,: is Bot1n mbybyt 
and that Tym not refraFt y, Pao ings,9 pr to his lawes z'therforeIfor 
offer this befote you, Jet FRY Bilbops wy us (Roby ſhew. mee wherein thc 
have Broxen ary of hy overa)gns la vs,and do protmitewitinglywly, 
cut any conditions, ©4UÞmIt Anfo.R y thing they defive of me;.or ib thifey 
Oy, thatLan Mm EFroneciys in my judgement. , and hold. any. thing againhyy 
chem, that 1s $SUNOUud, Twit Cilpute witch them or any. gther the tronghh 
and abt in the Kogdome, that they will appoint, or chuſe, andhhe 
"Leabls Dig (LA ator ty ofthe word of God,,.to.copſute mee, a 
"$35 £11.4k 'THo 0: vo Etro 3B4lvjt, tem, 7 wiltb=bound publiqaſe 
'P, Os Vit ty. of Cf. I ame, tQ.IECAUT » and whzt ga - pour. Uelihi 
019: OT 12 DUN: vie has Cy ew apt talide »-jtO tajke Wick anther mall 
206 then Warka H..' - 851 Tai] Y VE nat are. you able © deals, with anc 
Py 2h ft rh at Tamucor any oitheir »ffociates,f or v732tÞa Biſgep wall 
en 4? CG: d | b me Ji A <4704 Þ i. bby -P$ruicher, hg 1 13atree agent; d; UN er 
DE am, 1's : bi, aL 2, Þ 'Pir *Ly ap(Gi IDES: 2 $0, bon heg WHI.- 4&8 ag wh yi 
"pIRN fot TW wy 3 oft SNOW £4 als Ek Li tai i5; £16) wile, w_ Vi 
th 2 dirt 
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| of great ones ; nor many Wike-/ ate ebllect torhe knowledge of the 


, | got Good bath thoſe thergnovart b8ſ6/coptemoriblethings of 
by 7 99thd, to-cnimmivits AI foe] $ Jy. "that ſoafl. thepra WM 1 
I | glory; 3 ag ay 4s 


giighe be. his. 2-Cor- 11) antiJefend CRE Win of hier 
aut and pc, hi NHS ts Rh reg 
d: | a4 prudent ot © ' world, ardhad rele kf ther theo babes and fack. 
er | lngaccording; to his good pheafars 0 wet 2H For fo it "ſeemed 
bs. | gvod+ befcre- him ;;1 out of whole tain Che hath and will) perfe@t his 
fend inn C AA peer; n F:8.'g Pac faith the Warden, what 
[e;[ſpiric have yo that you can doethis > Sir: jo. nf brag of, po'ſpirit, 
[oily Lays rhe Lord hath promiſed to beſtiry his holy fpicit of wifedom, 
ou'Junderttauding ard: diſcerning upon all his people, the which he accor- 
[dug tothe taich iulnefe of his promife hathigivennnto me. beicig one of 
meſhchorrand raleemed ones: Neither dog” Ificrificeto my owfie nets 
Ind{orateributeany thing to - mine oWvrie! prejſe, but five the pl6fy and ho- 
vethpcuc of all unro G44, ty whoſe ffower 36:4 Frength / have $65 and doe 
gu continue rand ing unto this preſent day.* Bur {eeing (faich he) you deny 
ſelſtbeir calling, let me aske yo, what calling yun have to doe thele things 
ofyybick you doe > Fhis is my callirp (aid Lin Afar, 10.1 read;that Chriſt 
piryſid thus -to bis 1ſ-iples; | vnt3n t[:2m 4 © ali his people; ” youthall be 
elfttoupht before K ings 21nd Princesformy natetake, and they ſhall deli- 
ryouup gnto tnelr Counte'le, and Rage you in * their Synagogues, 
mivbut be yee nor alr «id, neicher toke you' any thought what you ſhall ay; 
oeNor that ſha:! He given you lnthar houre what you ſhall anſwer, for it is 
in totyon that 1peaþes, but che ſpicit of your fathter in you, and I will give 
wiMiyou fuch wiſeciuome, that 331 your Adverſaries ſhall not be able to gaine- 
my you, Now Sir faid ] che Biſh6pscaft me into prifon for a thing 7 
gMpas as cleare of as your ſclfe, or any man in this Chamoer, I doe profeſſe 
OMe which | declared before the henourable Lords at my being before 
nd them at my cenſire inche Star-Chamber, and they innocently delivered 
» We up to the Ritlters of the land, and brought me before the Nubles and 
liqWeeres of the K:ngdowe,which made me to claim my intereſt iu this pro- 
Gelmiſe and to traſt in God tor the making of it good to me in my diftrefſe, 
manhnd his faichfulnefſe 1 found In communicating his ſpecial! affiſting power 
> and wifedome unto me, and by his firength only have / done and ſaid 
2 molar which | haye done, and rhis is my calling which { h:ve ta oppoſe 
1d fem, and to defend therruth, But I pray you ſaid he, giye me your in« 
-wiErpretation of this Scripture, Sir this ismy interpretation of it which [ 
ve:*%ve piven you already, Then comes in ofhte of the Pcelates Pricits, with 
12 Þ- T9 
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whom he went afide, and betwixx chemſelves did conferr, to whog "A. 
1 liftned, and did beare him acquaint him whom] was; and what lg} 
done and (aid x qpngs Bihophs andas:7 thinke,would have had him 
have talked with me, at which(he looked wiſhtully on me,.: and:Z 671g, 1 
Þur az 1 iudge his heart, and{picit wag full of feare and cowardlinefy, -,Þ 
all the reſt of that F raternity are, which madehim that he dur DO ente V 
the combate with me, though then in regard of my great weakenefle anjl 
the loſſe of the firength of my eye faght, that for many weekes topet] 


CeO a hn ghee Eoyras a] 
at that time to have diſputed, - 


' . 


That Warden is a fair ſpoken gentleman,and of more humanity in ki; 
place then the other , and as Junderſtand, is an Univerfity ſchollzr, in x 
-which he hath commenced Mafter of Art : ſo Warden I»pram camenl 
' meagain, and after a lictle more diſcourſe (he in words withed it werein| 
bis power to do mee any kindnes, proteſting he would do for me whathsl. 

du: do, I thanked him )and then I took my leave of them both, whowl ; 
ry ccucteouſly b1d me farewell, but eſpecially the Schollar,who is theup, 
per Warden, but yet the other executes the r_ : this I have ſet downtd.. 
tbatend and purpoſe, to give youtounderſtand, that God is able to mah; 
'nifelt his ftrength in your weaknes , andin the greateſt of your ficknefſel, 
"and if he call youto ſuffer for his ſake, though you in your own eyes b& 
: never ſo unfit, yet he will make you able and ready (by laying anſyerse 
. wiſdom in your mouth) to reply in an inſtant to the wiſeſt and greateſt 
* your oppolers : therefore be not afraid of a ſuffering condition, but yeel; 
' obedience to Gods coramand, inputting your duty in praCtice, to walig, 
' uprightly without carnalLfeare in all his waies . neither tumble at ki 
. truth for feare of affiiftion, but expeCt ard louke for that, for allthat wi 
4 tive godly in (hriſt Feſns, muſt ſuff-r perſecution : it isunavoydable, there 
| fore caſt up your acccunt before hand, and the Lord give you theabiliy 
*to play the wiſe Marchant- man,» ſelling all for the pwrchaſing of the Pearl 
, for it is worth it, neither diſtruſt Gods power in proteRing and. keeping 
ty ou, in walking in his pore and naked wales, but confidently and firmeh 
Ko belecye Gods prowile and faithfullnefſe, -and.then you ſhall ſeeher 
(work mighty wonders for yuua weak woman, as you ſay * Jaw 
to that pleaſant and delightiom diſcourſe with you, my ſwee*, 4nd mnt 
honoured friend. that I can ſcarce tell how to draw to a conclufion wit 
you, my ſoul being fo full. of heayenly matter, though I-havenot inke 
write, making uſe of my own art ard invention , to ſett downe theſe lin 


« Wgito you, nor yet by reafon of my weaknes, am.l able perfeQly to.rea 
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m; yet could I in a lictle time make them fo large,that 20, ſheets of pa- 
k L-gould nothold them, (filled full of variety of ſoul experienced and 
4 bnfortable matter) but wy Rtrength will not ſuffer me to proceeds[ ha- 
i krealready gone much beyond it, being exceedingly preffed in my ſpi- 
ld |; toexprefſe a litcle of the greatnes of my aftcEtion and love unto you, 
Ayriting theſe few lines as an anſwer to your wellcome and acceptable 
Nerhr, manifeſting my heavenly joy and ſweete impriſoned conſolation, 
hich youdefire to hear of, though I be not able to do thelike to others 
W ny deat and loving friends, whom TI know expeCt in this manner to 
from me, and ] am afraid may take offence that I donot to them, as 
"have done t© you, bur IT am not able for all the riches in the world todo 
tlincegard of my bodily weaknes, cory I verily thionke, the Lord hath 
» Mben me this preſent Rrength for that end, to diſh up to your (elfe, more 
© t0hunto others , the dainties that my ſoule banquets of : therefore ac- 
el wledging and returning my humble thanks unto you for your large 
A letnp kindnes already exprefled towards me in this my ſore afflicted 
Oitionz but eſpecially have I been ingaged to compile this my epilile 
"WhÞyou, for thoſe excellencies ſake which ] jadge God hath beſtowed 
MO ou(which you give a large declaration of in your letter)abgye thous: 
*=Þot your rank and condition : So remembring my entyreſt love and 
Y Feed reſpeQs unto your ſelf, though unknown to me what you are,but 
ih 7 by fight,and a few ſpeeches long fince had before my keeper,and as 
wh known to me where you d1yyell or abide, Icommit and commend 
108 MY OWN ſoul, to the powerfull proteicn and ſafe keeping of 7e- 
alk ,theLord of Hoſts,ar;q our God all- ſufficient, defiring for y ou;that 
k bis naked ſelf.n;,ay become a God of filnes,ſatisftion,contenr and 
FLUntO " ou,and a God of that abltraCt of ſweetnes, which may t«ke 
there our ſtudy, and the love of your ſoule,and fill it full of heaven'y. 
bilightin the enjoying of himſelf alone, defiring of you,if fo yuu pleale, 
Peariihe Lord offer a fic opportunity to heare again in writing from you, 
enindipartake of ſome more of your ſpirituall melodious mirth and re- 
meg , this which I have already ſeene and received, being become to 


er Witſome unto me,and fo for the preſent | conclude 2nd reſt, 
the Fleet, the place of the ſweeteſt ſpirituall Your affured loving friendfi r 
Ol, ins, ſoul refreſhings, inward gloryings hearty that beaurics ſzke thac I ptie 
| MudÞiarions,and heavenly comforts,thar ever my ceive to {hune in yuur loule 


n wit dman was pofl:flor of, or I thinkc cyer incloſe bonds and irons, 
nke (811 fo long as 7 am in this carthly raber- for my publick bearing 
le ling nacle, and houſe of clay, this 11. witnes to the pure 

| Moneth called Noveraber, eructh of God,and 
0.10 Ayo MDCXXX VII). cauſe of Teſus 
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